9o	THE POLAND OF PILSUDSKI
City caused it to remain German, though economically dependent
on Poland for its existence. Fortunately Pomerania lying west and
south of it—what the Germans called the Danziger Korridor—
was racially as Polish as Danzig was German; whatever dispute
there might be about Danzig being historically Polish or German,
there could be no denying that Pomerania was historically as well
as ethnographically Polish, as the Allies maintained, and that
therefore its restitution to Poland was an act of elementary justice,
notwithstanding the other fact that it separated East Prussia from
the rest of Germany. As the Allies put it: "The interests which
Germans in East Prussia, who number less than two millions,
have in establishing a land connection with Germany, are less
vital than the interests of the whole Polish nation in securing
direct access to the sea."
What the Versailles Treaty did secure for Poland was the
fixation of a considerable length of her frontier on the west; her
frontier on the east was left indeterminate, and in the upshot she
had to fix it for herself by hard fighting. The treaty was not too
popular in Poland, but the Seym ratified it on July 31, 1919, by
285 votes to 41. On June 28, Paderewski and Dmowski also signed
the Minorities Treaty, which was even less popular because of its
unilateral character.
POLISH MINORITIES TREATY
The Polish Minorities Treaty provided equality in civil and
political rights, and the right to use their own language, for all
racial, linguistic and religious minorities, who also were entitled
to organize their own religious, educational and charitable insti-
tutions. Where a minority formed a considerable proportion of
the population of a district, it was given the right to have instruc-
tion in its own tongue in the primary public schools. The treaty
provided that, whether citizens or not, all should enjoy life,
liberty and the free exercise of their religion. At the Peace Con-
ference Jews were prominent in agitating for and securing this
Minorities Treaty; in fact, the alleged anti-Semitism of Poland
was largely responsible for the existence of the treaty, "outrages"
on Jews in Vilna and Pinsk in April in the course of the fighting

